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•CBQK reports QR91.2mn net profit in 1Q2017, falling short of estimates on higher than expected provisions. 
Commercial Bank of Qatar (CBQK) reported net profit of QR91.23mn in 1Q2017 vs. QR1.40mn in 4Q2016 
(288.12mn) in 1Q2016). Earnings fell short of our estimates (QR223.5mn) and BBG consensus (QR252.33). On 
the other hand, CBQK’s total Revenue clocked in at QR936.29mn (+42.8% QoQ, down 2.4% YoY), in-line with 
our estimate of QR906.53mn (+3.3% divergence). Pre-provision income surged by 207.0% QoQ (+7.9% YoY) to 
QR580.89mn. Growth in pre-provision income on a YoY basis was solely driven by lower opex. Non-funded 
income was due to base effect as CBQK reported income from associates of QR50.82mn vs. a loss of 205.02mn 
in 4Q2016. 

•Margins improved marginally QoQ but remains weak. Net Interest Income rose by 10.9% QoQ to QR598.57mn 
in 1Q2017 (down 4.1% YoY). NIMs improved by 12bps QoQ to 2.10% while contracted by 25bps YoY. 

•Asset quality remained under pressure. NPLs increased by 6.2% QoQ to QR4.32bn, while the NPL ratio 
remained at 5.0%. On the other hand, coverage ratio jumped to 86% from 79% in 4Q2016. Net provisions and 
impairments surged to QR484.76mn vs. QR168.55mn in 4Q2016 (QR279.41mn in 1Q2016). We were expecting a 
high provisions but not of this magnitude. 

•The bank’s operating efficiency improved. CBQK posted opex of QR355.40mn, dropping by 23.8% and 15.6% 
QoQ and YoY, respectively. Hence the C/I ratio dropped to 38.0% vs. 71.1% in 4Q2016 (43.9% in 1Q2016). 
Moreover, the bank generated positive JAWs QoQ and YoY. 

•Loan growth improved which we see as a positive; LDR remains elevated, however. Net loans climbed up by 
5.4% QoQ to QR82.03bn, while customer deposits ticked up by 1.3% to QR71.88bn. As such, the bank’s LDR 
was lifted to 114% vs. an already elevated LDR of 110% in 4Q2016.  

•Valuation and recommendation. CBQK trades at P/B and P/E of 0.8x and 29.3x on our 2017 estimates, 
respectively.  We maintain our market perform rating 
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DISCLAIMER: This publication has been prepared by QNB Financial Services Co. WLL (“QNBFS”) a wholly-owned subsidiary of Qatar National Bank Q.P.S.C. (“QNB”). QNBFS is regulated 
by the Qatar Financial Markets Authority and the Qatar Exchange; QNB is regulated by the Qatar Central Bank. This publication expresses the views and opinions of QNBFS at a given 
time only. It is not an offer, promotion or recommendation to buy or sell securities or other investments, nor is it intended to constitute legal, tax, accounting, or financial advice. We 
therefore strongly advise potential investors to seek independent professional advice before making any investment decision. Although the information in this report has been 
obtained from sources that QNBFS believes to be reliable, we have not independently verified such information and it may not be accurate or complete. While this publication has 
been prepared with the utmost degree of care by our analysts, QNBFS does not make any representations or warranties as to the accuracy and completeness of the information it may 
contain, and declines any liability in that respect. QNBFS reserves the right to amend the views and opinions expressed in this publication at any time. It may also express viewpoints or 
make investment decisions that differ significantly from, or even contradict, the views and opinions included in this report. 
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